
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 June 2010] 

 p4098b-4098b 
Mr Roger Cook 

 [1] 

KEVIN UGLE 

Statement by Member for Kwinana 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.56 pm]: I rise to speak today of Kevin 
Ugle. Kevin was separated from his family at age three under the Child Welfare Act along with his sisters and 
brothers, when they were all taken to the Roelands Mission. His only memory was being driven away in a big 
black car and being separated from his siblings. Kevin recalls, “You weren’t allowed to cry; you’d get 
threatened, screamed at and smacked.” At Roelands Kevin was exposed to violence and physical abuse. During 
his 15 years as a state ward, Kevin experienced physical abuse, emotional abuse and neglect. He suffered mental 
cruelty and inappropriate sexual contact, and was given false information about his family. He was subject to 
excessive and unpaid child labour, witnessed violence against others and had a disrupted education, with 
unacceptable food and poor nutrition.  

Kevin has had a life associated with difficulties managing relationships, and feelings of powerlessness and anger 
as a result of his experiences at the hands of the state as a child. Kevin is no angel but he has turned his life 
around. Through the work he has done with his counsellor and the support of friends, Mr Ugle is confronting his 
troubled past and is determined to continue his life with the strength and love he shares with his friends and his 
God. I cannot imagine the impossible experiences that must have shaped Mr Ugle’s life. To be denied the love of 
a family; to experience the violence, both personally and in others around him; and to confront the relationship 
difficulties that these experiences produced must have been a source of both sadness and anger that would have 
laid a heavy emotional burden on him throughout his life. That Kevin has been able to account for his 
experiences and channel his emotions towards positive outcomes is a credit to his strength and a credit to his life. 
I have complete admiration for Kevin and look forward to his continuing to channel his life towards a positive 
future. All the best, Kevin. 
 


